
Constitution of the American Agora 
 

The following constitution establishes the American Agora. 
 

1. The American Agora is a public affairs commentary and debate journal dedicated to 
elevating discourse about important issues. 

2. The American Agora is open to all people and will not discriminate in their membership 
selection on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, 
personal appearance, disability, marital status, family responsibility, political affiliation 
or source of income, or other rights secured by the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution.  

3. The American Agora is bound to adhere to University policies as well as local and 
federal laws. 

4. Membership in the American Agora shall be granted as described in this constitution and 
in any American Agora by-laws. 

5. The following shall be the leadership offices of the American Agora. 

a. Editor in Chief: 

i. The Editor-in-Chief shall be the chief executive of the American Agora. 
They shall have the authority to decide whatever matters arise before the 
American Agora within the scope of this constitution and American Agora 
by-laws. The Editor-in-Chief may delegate any of their authority to 
various deputies, who shall be called “Deputy Editors.” See Article 5(d). 

ii. The Editor-in-Chief shall serve a term of one academic year and the 
summer thereafter. A person may serve an unlimited number of terms as 
Editor-in-Chief. Only a person who has been an officer under this Article 
may run for Editor-in-Chief.  

iii. The Editor-in-Chief shall be elected as follows: 

1. The Editor-in-Chief for a given academic year shall be elected in 
the month of April before that academic year. The specific date of 
the election shall be determined by the Director of Administration.  

2. The new Editor-in-Chief shall be elected by a simple majority of 
the following officers:  

 



a. Current Editor-in-Chief 

b. Managing Editor 

c. Director of Administration 

d. Any existing Deputy Editors. 

3. The Editor-in-Chief shall be elected using an automatic runoff 
voting system. The officers listed Article 5(a)(iii)(2) shall rank 
their choices for Editor-in-Chief, with one being the most 
preferred. Should a single candidate receive a majority of 
most-preferred votes, then that candidate shall be elected 
Editor-in-Chief. If not, the candidate with the least number of 
most-preferred votes shall be eliminated, and those votes shall be 
redistributed to the candidates listed second on the ballots. This 
process shall repeat until a single candidate receives a majority of 
most-preferred ballots. 

4. Should there be an unbreakable tie in the voting described by 
Article 5(a)(iii)(3), the current Editor-in-Chief shall break the tie. 

iv. At the time of the adoption of this Constitution, the Editor-in-Chief is 
Bobby Zitzmann. His term will include the 2017-2018 academic year and 
the summer thereafter. 

b. Managing Editor: 

i. There shall be one Managing Editor, who shall be appointed by the Editor 
in Chief in August of every year. 

ii. The Managing Editor shall serve an unlimited number terms of one 
academic year and the summer thereafter. 

iii. The Managing Editor shall be the principal deputy of the Editor-in-Chief, 
and shall exercise any authority delegated by the same.  

iv. The Managing Editor shall delegate whatever authority to any other 
member of the American Agora, who shall be called “Assistant Editors.” 
See Article 5(e). 

 



v. At the time of the adoption of this Constitution, the Managing Editor is 
Avery James. His term will include the 2017-2018 academic year and the 
summer thereafter. 

c. Director of Administration: 

i. There shall be one Director of Administration, who shall be appointed and 
serve at the pleasure of the Editor-in-Chief.  

ii. The Director of Administration shall be in charge of supervising the 
various operations of the American Agora. 

iii. The Director of Administration, in the execution of their tasks, shall be 
subordinate only to the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor. 

iv. The Director of Administration may not be dismissed by the 
Editor-in-Chief between March 15 and the election of the new 
Editor-in-Chief.  

d. Deputy Editors:  

i. Deputy Editors shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the 
Editor-in-Chief.  

ii. Deputy Editors shall exercise specific authority as delegated to them by 
the Editor-in-Chief, subject to the supervision of the Managing Editor and 
the Director of Administration. 

iii. Deputy Editors may not be dismissed by the Editor-in-Chief between 
March 15 and the election of the new Editor-in-Chief.  

e. Assistant Editors: 

i. Assistant Editors shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the 
Managing Editor.  

ii. Assistant Editors shall exercise specific authority as delegated to them by 
the Managing Editor, subject to the supervision of the Editor-in-Chief, the 
Director of Administration, and the several Deputy Editors. 

f. A person may hold at most one position under this article. 

g. The officers described in this article as well as the Treasurer described in Article 6 
shall constitute the “Executive Board” pursuant to American University policy. 

 



6. The following shall be non-leadership positions with the American Agora. 

a. Treasurer: 

i. A Treasurer may be appointed and serve at the discretion of the 
Editor-in-Chief. 

ii. The Treasurer would be in charge of managing the funds and finances of 
the American Agora, subject to the supervision of the Editor-in-Chief, the 
Managing Editor, and the Director of Administration. 

b. Digital Director: 

i. A Digital Director may be appointed and serve at the discretion of the 
Editor-in-Chief, Managing Editor, or Director of Administration. 

ii. The Digital Director would be in charge of managing matters of 
technology for the American Agora, subject to the supervision of the 
Editor-in-Chief, the Managing Editor, and the Director of Administration. 

c. Columnists 

i. Several columnists may be appointed and serve at the discretion of the 
Editor-in-Chief, Managing Editor, Director of Administration, the several 
Deputy Editors, or the several Assistant Editors. 

ii. Columnists shall write and publish material for the American Agora, 
subject to the supervision of the officers listed in subsection (i). 

iii. Columnists shall agree that any material created by them and published by 
the American Agora is the exclusive property of the American Agora, 
subject to the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor. 

iv. The American Agora reserves the right not to publish material for any 
reason. 

d. Any person may hold any position under this Article, regardless of any other 
position held by that person. 

7. Pursuant to American University policy, a majority of members of the American Agora 
must be people officially connected with the University, including students, faculty, staff, 
and alumni. 

8. Advisor 

 



a. Pursuant to American University policy, the staff/alumni advisor of the American 
Agora may provide advice to all members of the American Agora and act as a 
connection point between American University and the American Agora. 

b. The staff/alumni advisor shall be invited by the Editor-in-Chief. 

9. Member meetings 

a. Formal meetings of members of the American Agora may be called by the 
Editor-in-Chief, the Managing Editor, or the Director of Administration. 

b. If such a meeting is called, the Director of Administration shall manage the 
logistical organization. 

c. If a member at such a meeting insists on using parliamentary procedure pursuant 
to American University policy, Robert’s Rules of Order shall be used according to 
robertsrules.org. 

i. If parliamentary procedure is used according to Article 9(c), the 
Editor-in-Chief shall be the presiding officer. If the Editor-in-Chief is not 
present, the Managing Editor shall be the presiding officer. If neither the 
Editor-in-Chief nor the Managing Editor are present, the Director of 
Administration shall be the presiding officer. If none of these officers are 
present, the meeting shall be canceled. 

10. By-laws for the American Agora may be written or amended by the Editor-in-Chief, the 
Managing Editor, the Director of Administration, or the several Deputy Editors. Any 
by-laws shall be subordinate to this constitution. If one of the listed officers amends the 
by-laws, they must notify the others. 

11. This constitution shall be ratified when agreed upon by Bobby Zitzmann and Avery 
James. 

12. This constitution may be amended upon a two-thirds consensus of the Editor-in-Chief, 
the Managing Editor, and the Director of Administration.

 

Agreed to by: 

- Bobby Zitzmann  
- Avery James 

Ratified February 17th, 2017 

 



The following are non-binding, explanatory illustrations. 

 

Position Authorities/responsibilities 

Editor-in-Chief - Be in charge of things 
- Appoint/delegate Deputy Editors 
- Break ties in elections 
- Appoint/delegate Managing Editor 
- Appoint/delegate Director of 

Administration 
- Supervise Assistant Editors 
- Appoint Treasurer 
- Appoint Digital Director 
- Appoint Columnists 
- Manage Agora intellectual property 
- Call meetings 
- Preside over meetings 
- Invite faculty advisor 
- Write by-laws 
- Vote on Amendments 

Managing Editor - Vote on EIC 
- Exercise authority from EIC 
- Appoint/delegate Assistant Editors 

 



- Supervise Director of Administration 
- Supervise Deputy Editors 
- Supervise Treasurer 
- Appoint/supervise columnists 
- Manage Agora intellectual property 
- Call meetings 
- Preside over meetings 
- Write by-laws 
- Vote on amendments 

Director of Administration - Vote on EIC 
- Set date of EIC election 
- Supervise operations 
- Supervise Deputy Editors 
- Supervise Assistant Editors 
- Supervise Treasurer 
- Appoint/supervise Digital Director 
- Appoint/supervise columnists 
- Call meetings 
- Organize meetings 
- Preside over meetings 
- write by-laws 
- Vote on amendments 

Deputy Editor - Exercise authority delegated by EIC 
- Vote on EIC 
- Supervise Assistant Directors 
- Appoint/supervise columnists 
- Appoint/supervise Digital Director 

Assistant Editor - Exercise authority delegated by 
Managing Editor 

- Appoint/supervise columnists 
- Supervise Digital Director 

 

 


